Action of vasodilator agents on inner and outer muscle of bovine coronary arteries.
Noradrenaline and adrenaline (via beta-receptors), adenosine, and prostacyclin all relaxed inner more than outer muscle in coronary arteries contracted by histamine. In submaximal concentrations, noradrenaline, and usually the other dilator hormones, produced proportionately even greater relaxation of inner than outer muscle. Inner and outer strips contracted by 5-hydroxytryptamine showed similar but smaller differences in response to noradrenaline. Outer strips contracted by methacholine were little affected by noradrenaline, though inorganic nitrite relaxed them.